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TAMPA ATTORNEYS INDICTED FOR BANKRUPTCY FRAUD

Tampa, Florida - Paul I. Perez, United States Attorney for the Middle District of

Florida, announced today that a federal grand jury returned an indictment charging Brian

J. Almengual and his wife, Suzanne C. Warner-Almengual, with criminal violations arising

out of a personal bankruptcy case filed by them in the United States Bankruptcy Court in

Tampa in 2001.  Each of the violations charged in the indictment carries a maximum

penalty of five years’ imprisonment and a $250,000 fine. 

Both Almenguals are attorneys who are licensed to practice law in Florida.  The

couple practiced at one time under the professional name Almengual-Warner, P.A., with

an office located in Tampa.  Mr. Almengual specialized in bankruptcy law and represented

clients in the United States Bankruptcy Court in Tampa.  Mrs. Warner-Almengual

specialized in personal injury law and marital law.

The indictment charges the Almenguals with six counts of bankruptcy fraud and

related violations as well as one count of conspiracy to commit bankruptcy fraud.  The
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indictment alleges that the Almenguals filed a joint voluntary bankruptcy petition under

Chapter 13 of the Bankruptcy Code in February 2001, which was converted to a Chapter

7 bankruptcy case in October 2001.  The indictment alleges that during the course of the

bankruptcy proceedings, the couple conspired to conceal real and personal property which

they owned from the Bankruptcy Court and their creditors.  It is further alleged that the

Almenguals filed false bankruptcy schedules with the Bankruptcy Court which failed to list

all of the property which they owned or had an interest in and that they gave false sworn

testimony concerning the bankruptcy schedules.

The case was referred to the Federal Bureau of Investigation by the United States

Trustee's Office in Tampa.  The case will be prosecuted by Assistant United States

Attorney Dennis I. Moore.  

An indictment is merely a formal charge that a defendant has committed a violation

of the federal criminal laws, and every defendant is presumed innocent until, and unless,

proven guilty.


